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Curios  and  Relics 

Vehicles 

Carriage 
Springfield 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


Lincolns  Were  'Two-Car"  Family 

The  Abraham  Lincolns  were  a 
"two-car"  family  during  the  16th 
President's  years  as  a  successful  at- 
torney at  Springfield,  111. 

Revealingly,  perhaps,  the  ele- 
gance of  the  family  conveyance  be- 
spoke Lincoln's  success  while  his 
personal  vehicle,  by  comparison, 
was  a  "flivver." 

One  likely  reason  is  that  the  man 
for  whom  Lincoln  Life  is  named 
undoubtedly  was  more  concerned 
with  his  family's  comfort  than  his 
own. 

Another  possibility — also  likely — 
is  that  the  Lincolns'  better-than- 
average  family  carriage  reflected 
Mrs.  Lincoln's  wishes.  History  indi- 
cates she  liked  fine  things.  It  was 
she  who  had  the  Lincoln  home 
raised  from  a  modest  one-story 
cottage  to  a  two-story  house.  And, 
as  you  can  see  in  the  restored 
Springfield  home  today,  it  was  lav- 
ishly furnished  by  mid- 19th  cen- 
tury standards. 

All  this  is  conjecture,  of 
course.  You  can  draw  your  own 
conclusions  from  the  facts,  which 
are  contained  in  a  new  exhibit 
at  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Mu- 
seum. 

The  exhibit  is  of  account  books 
kept  by  the  Springfield  carriage 
makers  patronized  by  Lincoln  and 
other  prominent  citizens  of  the  Illi- 
nois capital's  pioneer  Sfeys,  includ- 
ing the  Illinois  governor. 

The  books  will  be  exhibited  for 
about  six  months  here.  They  were 
loaned  to  Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry, 
Director  of  the  Lincoln  National 
Life  Foundation  Museum,  by  James 
T.  Hickey  of  Elkhart,  111.,  curator 
of  the  Lincoln  Museum  of  the  Illi- 
nois State  Historical  Library. 


RIGHT — Lincoln's  buggy  ivas  a  '^fliv- 
ver" by  standards  of  his  day. 
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The  carriage  firm  was  operated 
by  Henry  Vanhoff  and  Obed  Lewis 

( Continued  on  Page  5) 


New  Department  Formed 

Creation  of  a  new  LNL  Real 
Estate  Department  to  be  headed 
by  Vernon  H.  Otte  as  Manager 
of  Real  Estate  has  been  an- 
nounced by  President  Walter  O. 
Menge. 

The  new  department  will  be  under 
the  supervision  of  Senior  Vice  Pres- 
ident Edward  D.  Auer. 

Mr.  Otte,  whose  title  has  been 
Manager  of  Buildings,  will  continue 
as  manager  of  all  Company  owned 
and  Company  occupied  property,  in- 
cluding the  Home  Office. 

He  also  will  be  charged  with  the 
development  and  administration  of 
certain  properties,  with  handling 
mineral,  oil  and  gas  leases,  with  de- 
sign and  construction  of  Company 
( Continued  on  Page  ?.) 


TWO  BRANCHES  ESTABLISHED 

Two  more  Lincoln  Life  branch 
offices  were  established  last  month. 

One  is  a  new  Group  Sales  Office 
at  Shreveport,  La.  (Suite  302,  Pe- 
troleum Tower  Building).  It  will  be 
under  the  direction  of  Thomas  E. 
Burke,  Regional  Group  Manager. 

The  other  is  a  new  Sales  Office 
at  Springfield,  Mo.  (Suite  502,  Mc- 
Daniel  Building).  It  will  be  under 
the  direction  of  J.  H.  Bockhorst, 
General  Agent. 

ANYONE  ELSE?  .  .  . 

Even  though  the  Log's  April  25 
list  of  Lincoln  Lifers  in  "Who's 
Who"  did  not  purport  to  be  exhaus- 
tive, readers  say  we  should  not 
have  missed  Vice  President  John 
Phelps;  Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry, 
Director  of  Lincoln  National  Life 
Foundation,  and  Dr.  Louis  A.  War- 
ren, Director  Emeritus  of  the  Foun- 
dation. Anyone  else? 

TWO-CAR   ....   Cont.  from   Pg.  1 

from  1849  to  1854,  and  by  Lewis 
from  1854  to  1869.  Lewis,  with  whom 
Lincoln  transacted  most  of  his  car- 
riage business,  was  born  April  25, 
1812,  in  Pennsylvania  (when  Fort 
Wayne  was  only  a  wilderness  fort). 
He  moved  to  Springfield  in  1838, 
married  Cordelia  M.  Illes  in  1851 
and  became  a  prominent  business 
and  civic  leader.  He  served  as  alder- 
man 1822-64  and  1868-73,  and  was 
Springfield's  mayor  in  1874. 

A  Vanhoff  &  Lewis  newspaper 
ad  of  the  day  is  interesting  in  it- 
self. It  (also  displayed  in  the  Lin- 
coln Life  Museum)  is  couched  in 
the  stilted  wording  then  popular, 
contains  a  mistake  in  tense  and 
demonstrates  that  the  word  "cheap" 
once  meant  simply  inexpensive,  not 
poor  quality: 

"Notice. — The    subscribers  in- 
forms their  friends  and  the  pub- 
lic,  that   they   manufacture  and 
keep  on  hand  al!  descriptions  of 
Carriages.  Having  been  engaged 
for   several    years    in    the  above 
business,  they  feel  conscious  that 
their  work   for  durability,  neat- 
ness of  execution  and  cheapness, 
cannot  fail  to  suit  those  wishing 
to  purchase.  .  .  ." 
Lincoln  in  those  days  was  a  "cir- 
cuit rider,"  a  lawyer  who  followed 
circuit   court   sessions    around  the 
country.  In  the  beginning  he  rode 
a    horse.    (Excluding   the  military 
presidents,  he  is  considered  to  have 
been  one  of  the  best  horsemen  ever 
to  have  held  the  U.  S.  chief  execu- 
tive post.)  Later,  when  he  became 
more    prosperous,    he    acquired  a 
buggy. 

The  account  books,  a  ledger  with 
May  9,  1962 


LllSCOLN  EXPE!\SES  on  carriage  and  buggy  are  shoivn  in  these,  old  account 
books  displayed  by  Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director  of  Lincoln  National  Life 
Foundation. 


entries  from  1843  to  1847,  a  journal 
with  entries  from  1854  to  1859,  and 
a  cash  book,  show  that  Lincoln 
paid  only  $85  for  a  buggy  when  the 
average  price  for  a  buggy  was  $138. 
But  he  paid  $260  for  a  carriage  in 
1852  when  the  average  price  was 
$231. 

Incidentally,  that  $260  car- 
riage price  represents  about  $722 
in  terms  of  today's  dollars.  Ac- 
cording to  computations  by  As- 
sistant Actuary  Ed  Hancock  us- 
ing figures  supplied  by  Fort 
Wayne  Public  Library,  today's 
dollar  is  worth  only  about  36 
cents  of  1850  money. 

Carriage  horses  cost  around  $100 
each  in  1850.  In  terms  of  today's 


money,  the  carriage,  two  horses  for 
it  and  the  necessary  harness  prob- 
ably would  come  to  about  $1,500, 
a  substantial  outlay  for  even  the 
average  citizen  of  today's  prosper- 
ous times. 

Upkeep  was  a  huge  factor,  appar- 
ently because  of  the  lack  of  im- 
proved roads  in  pioneer  times.  The 
Lincoln  conveyances  required  fre- 
quent repairs,  as  you  can  see  when 
you  inspect  the  account  books.  Keep 
in  mind  that  the  costs  would  be 
about  three  times  as  much  in  terms 
of  today's  cash. 

The  Vanhoff  &  Lewis  account 
books  are  among  many  fascinating 
items  of  Lincolniana  which  Lincoln 
Lifers  and  the  general  public  are 
fortunate  in  having  ready  access  to 
at  the  LNL  Museum. 


BELOW — Runners-up  in  the  Men's  Bowling  League  were  the  "Pinbusters,"  Hank 
Budecki,  Lorin  Knispel,  John  Quick,  Carl  Thiele  and  Gene  Laughlin.  Team, 
tnenibers   not  shown    are   Walt   Steffen,   Carl    Tuttle    and    Don  Mahlan. 


Rarely  seen  Lincoln  artifacts  put  on  display  -  Springfield,  IL  -  The  State. 
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Rarely  seen  Lincohi  artifacts  put  on  display 

Cushion,  sewing  box  usually  stored  to  help  preservation 
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The  Lincoln  Home  National  Historic  Site  visitor  center  hosted  a  program  Sunday  afternoon 
November  15,  2009  in  which  rare  objecte  from  the  site's  collection  came  out  for  vie\Mng. 
Museum  technician  John  Popolis,  left,  gave  the  presentation  atang  with  site  ranger  David 
Bell.  At  left,  a  carriage  seat  cushion  owned  by  Abraham  Lincoln  could  be  seen  up  close  by 
some  of  those  who  attended  the  presentation.  On  table  in  front  are  two  canes  made  from 
trees  planted  on  the  grounds  of  the  home.  The  cane  at  front  from  apple  wood,  and  the  other, 
from  elm,  were  from  the  collection  of  the  Lincoln  home  caretaker  Osborne  H.  Oldroyd.  circa 
1887.  The  elm  tree  the  cane  comes  from  is  believed  to  have  been  planted  by  Lincoln  himself 
in  about  1850,  said  Popolis.  The  cushion,  now  conserved  and  preserved  in  an  acid-free 
storage  J30X,  w^used  by  Lincoln  in  Springfield  when  he  Jived  in  the  home. 
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